
Intermedi
ate 

School 

District 
917 

 

 

Intermediate School District 917 
1300 145th Street East 
Rosemount, MN 55068 
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ISD 917 BOARD NOTES 
March 7, 2017 

Regular Board Meeting 

917 Teacher and Employee Of the Winter Quarter 
 

Congratulations to Don Williams— 917 Teacher of the 
Winter Quarter! 

 

Don is a wonderful recipient of this honor.  His hard work and dedication 
to the students of the DCALS North campus since it was opened has made 
that program flourish.  Don teaches Social Studies, is the Lead Teacher, 
handles enrollments, and monitors the independent study/online learners.  

He has done all this without hesitation.  Don is the type of teacher who holds students accountable 
for all actions.  He praises students when they succeed and helps redirect students when they need 
guidance.  Don is always present in the building helping out with students, covering classrooms, and 
communicating with parents whenever needed.  Don was recognized as a TIES Exceptional Educator 
for his work in learning and implementing the first set of Chromebook computers we received at our 
North campus three years ago.  He continues to explore new and innovative ways to enhance learn-
ing for all students.  Don is a well-deserved honoree of this award.  We are fortunate to have him as 
a member of our district.  Congrats Don! 

 
Congratulations to Amy Hart— 917 Employee of the Winter Quarter 

Amy  has been a classroom assistant at Alliance since the fall of 2015.  
Amy was originally hired to be a CA in a high school SUN classroom.  Dur-
ing her time there, she made amazing connections with students and 
staff.  Any time you would walk by Miss Amy, you were sure to see 
smiles and hear laughter!   This year Amy has spent time in both IDEA 
and SUN high school classrooms.  Wherever Amy goes, she makes a posi-
tive impact on the classroom.  When Amy has moved on to another 
classroom, we receive many requests to “get her back.”  She is a flexible, 
positive and much valued member of the Alliance team!  Congrats Amy! 
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PERSONNEL 
New Hires:  Cassandra Cahill, Program Assis-
tant, effective February 13, 2017.  Mary Cor-
nick, Long-Term Substitute Special Education 
Teacher, effective February 13, 2017, through 
April 13, 2017.  Latricia Domally, Classroom 
Assistant, effective February 13, 2017.  Taylor 
Heitman, Classroom Assistant, effective Febru-
ary 13, 2017.  Jennifer Hernandez, Classroom 
Assistant, effective February 22, 2017.  Taylor 
Hewitt, Classroom Assistant, effective March 8, 
2017.  Alicia Iverson, Sign-Language Interpreter, 
effective February 13, 2017.   Lindsey Jackson, 
Classroom Assistant, effective February 27, 
2017.   Eleanore Miller, Classroom Assistant, 
effective February 21, 2017.  Rashidat 
Oladipupo, Classroom Assistant, effective Feb-
ruary 20, 2017 (from Student Assistant to Class-
room Assistant).  Brooke Stoeklen, Program 
Assistant, effective February 27, 2017.  Alyssa 
Stone, Classroom Assistant, effective February 
22, 2017.  Andrew Webster, Classroom Assis-
tant, effective February 16, 2017.  Change in 
status:  Cynthia Dively, Teacher of Deaf/HH, 
medical leave request effective February 28, 
2017, with an expected return date of April 12, 
2017. 
Sarah Fairbanks, Classroom Assistant, materni-
ty disability leave effective on or about April 1, 
2017, with a return date of June 12, 2017.  An-
gelita Fleming, Speech Language Pathologist, 
increase to 1.0 FTE (185 days at 8 hours per 
day) effective August 28, 2017.  Shanyn Tuftee, 
Physical Therapist, increase from 111 days at 8 
hours per day (.6 FTE) to 129.5 days at 8 hours 
per day (.7 FTE) effective August 28, 2017, for 
the 2017-2018 school year only.  Resignations 
& Terminations:  Tiane Christopherson, Class-
room Assistant, effective February 15, 2017.  
Jennifer Hernandez, Classroom Assistant, effec-
tive February 23, 2017.  Denise Swanson, Ad-
ministrative Assistant II, effective March 10, 
2017.  Jessica Tietz, Classroom Assistant, effec-
tive March 8, 2017.  Hanna White, Special Edu-
cation Teacher, effective June 9, 2017.  Retire-
ments:  Berdetta Lang, Speech Language 
Patholigist, effective June 9, 2017. 

March 27-31, 2017—917 Spring Break 
April 4, 2017—5:00 PM, School Board 
Meeting, DCTC, 917 Board Room 
April 18, 2017–4:30 PM. School Board 
Work Session, 917 Board Room 
April 26, 2017—3:45 PM, All Staff 
Recognition, Dakota Room, DCTC 
May 2, 2017—5:00 PM,  
School Board Meeting, 
DCTC, 917 Board Room 

Reports & Motions  
 

  Kitri  Kyllo, Assistant Director, 
presented to the Board the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Pro-
gram Review.  

  Motion passed approving an 
overnight field trip at Ft. Snel-
l ing State Park for the SUN Pro-
gram at Cedar.  

DONATIONS:  $60 from Keith 
Koentoph of Farmington to be used for 
PACES’ student needs and activities;  
$20 from Jake and Patti Knudsen of 
Rosemount to the D/HH Preschool Pro-
gram’s Winter Family Fun Night; $600 
from Bijan Riahi of Eagan to Youth 
Transition Program to support student 
lunches.  Total value:  $690. 
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Life service committee coordinated a wellness class for ISD 917 staff 
on February 8, 2017. We had 24 employees participate in the 
class.  Chef Marshall’s discussion was on foods which reduce stress 
and provide mental clarity.  He was very entertaining and knowl-
edgeable on the subject.  Employees provided positive feedback 
and are already incorporating some of the recipes into their daily 
lives.  We hope to offer additional nutritional classes to staff in the 
future if participation and interest continues to grow.   
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GOOD NEWS—Special Education  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baby Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Ashley Schaefer, Special Educa-
tion Teacher at Alliance, and husband Jim on the 
birth of their son, Benjamin James.  Benjamin was 
8 lbs. 2 oz. and  21" long.    Benjamin was born on 
February 8, 2017, at 10:40 PM. 

GOOD NEWS—Special Education 

 

 TESA students held a penny wars fundraiser.  The object was to collect the most pennies and other 
change in each homeroom. At the end of the fundraiser, student donations raised totaled $68.42. All 
classrooms participated and the students were very competitive and excited throughout the event. 
Money raised will be put toward the Como Zoo trip this spring. 

 

 Jim Cochran and his students in the TESA Community Based Vocational Learning (CBVL) class have 
begun a community service learning opportunity at the Minnesota Zoo on a weekly basis. Students 
will be working behind the scenes at the Zoo in preparing maps and pamphlets for distribution to the 
general public as well as assisting with general cleaning activities at the zoo.  

 

 Lebanon Education Center celebrated Kindness Week from February 13-17.  Each day there were 
different activities encouraging random acts of kindness.  At the start of the week staff created a 
Kindness Tree in the front lobby of the building.  Throughout the week staff and students put leaves 
on the tree recognizing of kindness they have witnessed or done.  One day Tara Lein and Jessica 
Sinkinson's class made breakfast for the building and the students delivered it to each classroom.  
Another day Erin Stevens and Brenda Sather's class made brownies for everyone.  There was Kind-
ness Bingo followed by ice cream sundaes and a kindness scavenger hunt.  Finally, students made 
cards for the patients at St. Paul Children's Hospital.  
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 DCALS North received a scholarship from the McKnight Foundation to attend our field trip to Mill 
City Museum 

 
 

 Medical Careers—Our Nurse Assisting/Home Health Aide class is going full speed!  The students 

are engaged, learning, and excited about what’s next.  We have 54 skills to learn and have already 

accomplished 17!   They are learning about positioning, passive range of motion, support stockings, 

making occupied beds, assisting a vision impaired patient, dressing a patient who has suffered a 

stroke, and how to wash feet.  We even made time for Adam Rachuy to spend a class with us in the 

Wellness Center to learn about “Self-Defense” for women.  Next week we start Vital Signs, how to 

correctly obtain them and what the results mean. 

  As of March 1, 2017 our class has a total of 17 students signed up for the State of Minne-

sota Nursing Assistant Exam on June 2nd and June 7th.  Total cost of $190.00 each! 
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 Thursday March 9, 2017 from 3:30-7:30 PM:  Open House for all Career & Technical Edu-
cation classes.  Come and tour our shops, classrooms, and space at Dakota County Tech-
nical College.  Learn about secondary career exploration and training options for students 
in Dakota County.   

 
 Over 50 Students went to the Minnesota History Museum and the State Capitol on Feb-

ruary 10th. We had a fantastic guided tour of The Capitol and afterwards met with Sena-
tor Greg Clausen in the Rotunda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Twelve students in Outdoor Ed went to Vertical Endeavors in Bloomington on March 1. 
They had a great time learning about and trying out their rock climbing skills. 

 
 Doug Speedling Builders is paying for a bus and lunch and set up for two tours. One at a 

truss plant and one at a panel shop in Hastings. 
 
 The 3rd Annual Dakota County Perkins Consortium Career and College Fair was held on 

March 2, 2017 at Hastings HS.  Over 120 vendors presented information to students.  All 
members of the consortium had students participate.  Over 1000 students attended the 
fair again this year.  A great deal of thanks to Lynn Colvin- Hastings HS Career Counselor, 
Patrick Lair-DCTC Success Coordinator, Bob and Stephanie Meinke-Perkins Coordinator, 
and the Hastings HS community for allowing us to use the space.  Also, a word of thanks 
to Farmington HS for allowing us to use 40 tables for the fair and the Hastings Army Na-
tional Guard for contributing 50 tables.   
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 The 917 Assistive Technology Fair was held on January 23, 2017. Special education teachers 
from all sites following the ISD 917 calendar attended sessions on the latest and greatest as-
sistive technology tools available to help students reach their full potential. Tools for reading, 
writing, social skills, self-advocacy, and self-regulation were explored, including learning how 
to use video and a green screen to improve literacy and self-advocacy skills. Teachers also 
got to try out adapted art tools from the Zot Art equipment borrowed from Metro ECSU. A 
new checklist for considering and assessing students’ assistive technology needs was intro-
duced along with a form to request tools, training, or information from the Assistive Technol-
ogy Team. The assistive technology team members providing trainings during the AT Fair 
were Berdetta Lang, Patti Eldred, Taylor Thomas, Lynn Quam, Karri Fisher, and Amanda 
Peters. The AT Team would like to thank other teachers, school psychologists, and behavior 
specialists for sharing their expertise at the fair as well. These presenters included Michael 
Burgio, Kelli Proulx, Amanda Boehmer, Lindsey Hartjes, Nichole Short, Laura Tennessen, 
Alyssa McDonough, Matthew Newquist, and Adrienne Turzynski. The contributions of so 
many experts made for a rich, and happy, professional development 
experience. 

 
 On Friday, January 27th, Viktor the Viking came to Alliance with some 

friends and provided students and staff with his message to S.T.O.P. bul-
lying. The presentation was interactive and gave students some action 
steps they can take to S.T.O.P. bullying behavior. 

 

 On Monday, February 13th, we opened a new elementary classroom in 
our IDEA program. Lauren Lehman joined our team as a new teacher and we are so excited 
to be able to serve the additional students this allowed us to bring to AEC. Ms. Lehman and 
her students have settled in nicely to their new room. Thanks Mr. Scott for getting it ready 
for them! 

 Alliance Education Center has started a great activity called “Popcorn Friday”. As the name 
suggests, staff elicit the help of a few students and make popcorn each Friday afternoon. Just 
the right thing for a great afternoon snack! 

 On Wednesday, February 15, 2017, over 100 staff and students par-
ticipated in a field trip to Eko Backen, near Forest Lake, for a fun-
filled day of snow tubing! It was an amazing day and both staff and 
students returned to Alliance with some of the biggest smiles we’ve 
seen this year. A big “thank you” to the staff at Eko Backen and 
Theresa Bowlin and Kate Adams from Alliance, for making this hap-
pen for our students. We’re already making plans to go back again 
next year! 
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 Kudos to MiKayla Sanocki, ISD 917 Physical Therapist, for sharing information with the par-

ents of one of the learners she serves which resulted in this wonderful good news!  Megan, 
a mother of a beautiful boy with a neurological condition, was nominated by her son’s occu-
pational therapist and Ms. Sanocki to become a Heart Strides recipient.  Ms. Sanocki shares 
that Megan is the solid rock for her family and the primary caregiver for her son. She 
demonstrates tenacity, selflessness and love while caring for her family. Her days are often 
spent attending medical appointments, countless hospital stays and caring for her other 
child. Throughout all of this, she had let her health drop to a low priority. She was recently 
selected to become a Heart Strides recipient mother, and has begun training for her first 
5K running race.  Heart Strides helps mothers who have children with disabilities find time 
for themselves and make their health a priority by giving them the resources and gear to 
start moving in the right direction. All mothers receive a pair of running shoes, socks, choco-
late, a 5K training plan (provided by Another Mother Runner) and variety of donated items 
from hydration samples to apparel!  Individuals can nominate a mother by visiting the web-
site: http://heartstrides.org/nominate/  

 
 Congratulations to Phuong Nguyen, a student who is blind at Kennedy High School in 

Bloomington, for being the winner of the grades 9-12 division of the Great Lakes Braille 
Readers are Leaders reading contest held December 1, 2016-January 20, 2017! The chal-
lenge is supported by the National Federations of the Blind in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Ohio. The purpose of the contest is to promote the joy of reading for pleas-
ure, to promote a pride in Braille as a viable literacy medium equal to print, and to demon-
strate the importance of independent reading in the development of Braille literacy skills. 
Students had to log what materials they read during the contest timeline; however, text-
books and related materials assigned as required reading by the student’s teacher or educa-
tional program were not allowed. Any student who reads braille enrolled in a kindergarten 
through twelfth grade educational program in 
the five states noted above was eligible to com-
pete.   After all reading logs were turned in, Lori 
Klein, ISD 917 Teacher of Blind/Visually Im-
paired, who provides services to Phuong, was 
notified that Phuong was the winner in the 
grades 9-12 division. Phuong will receive a cash 
prize and a package with gifts in the next 
month.  Congratulations again to Phuong for 
putting in extra reading over and above her busy 
academic schedule!  
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